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Nzema language 


Nzema, also known as Nzima or Appolo, is a Central Tano language spoken by the Nzema people of southwestern Ghana 
and southeastern Ivory Coast It is partially intelligible with Jwira-Pepesa and is closely related to Baoule 

Although it is a Bia language , Nzema has had considerable influence from Akan languages , especially Twi and FanteJ 5 ^ 
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Phonology 


Consonants 


Nzema 

Region Ghana, Ivory 

Coast 

Ethnicity Nzema 

Native speakers 412,000 (ZOIS)! 1 ! 

Language Niger-Congo 

family 

■ Atlantic- 
Congo 

■ Kwa 

■ Potou-Tano 

■ Tano 

■ Central 
Tano 

■ Bia 

■ South 
Bia 

■ Nzema 
Language codes 


ISO 639-2 

nzi (https://ww 

w.loc.gov/stand 

ards/iso639-2/p 

hp/langcodes_na 

me.php?code_ID= 

339) 

ISO 639-3 

nzi 

Glottolog 

nziml238 (htt 

p://glottolog.o 

rg/resource/lan 

guoid/id/nziml2 
38) PI 



Labial 

Labiodental 

Dental 

Alveolar 

Alveolo-palatal 

Palatal 

Velar 

plain 

labialized 

plain 

labialized 

palatalized 

nasalized 

plain 

labialized 

plain 

labialized 

plain 

labialize 

Nasal 

plain 

m 



n 

n 






p 

Cl 

0 


Plosive/ 

affricate 

voiceless 

p 

( p 


t 





dz 

dz w 



k 

k w 

voiced 

b 

db 


d 

d 




t£ 

t£ w 



9 


Fricative 

voiceless 


f 

fw 


s 

S W 

sj 


£ 

£ w 



X 


voiced 


V 

v w 


z 

Z W 

z}_ 






\ 


Trill 





r 










Lateral 





1 



i 







Approximant 











j 



w 


Vowels 



Front 

Central 

Back 

Close 

i 


u 

Near-close 

i 


u 

Close-mid 

e 


0 

Open-mid 

£ 


D 

Near-open 


e 


Open 


a 



Of Nzema's ten vowels, eight may be nasalized: /i/, 111, /£/, lei, /a/, /u/, lul, and /5/.^ 
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■ Nzema language dictionaries (http://nzi.kasahorow. 0 rg/app/d) 
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